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What is the fact? The secretary of one new State re-
ports that the laws, as served up to him by the legislature,
are "so full of contradictions, omissions, repetitions, bad
grammar, and bad spelling" that it has been impossible for
him to print them and make any sense; the bad grammar
and the bad spelling, at least, he has, therefore, presumed
to correct. But what should surprise us still more is, that in
very few of our States is there any authentic edition of the
laws whatever, and quite a number do not publish their
constitutions!

The worst condition of all is found in the national legislation
of Congress, until very recently in the great State of New York,
and in those States which have adopted the code system gen-
erally. I do not say this as an opponent of general codes, but
I am constrained to note as a fact that those States are the
ones which have their legislation in the worst shape of any.
The charm of the statute theory is that the half-educated law-
yer or layman supposes he can find all the laws written In one
book. Abraham Lincoln even Is said to have had the major
part of his ((shelf of best books" composed of an old copy
of the statutes of Indiana, though I can find no traces of such
reading in the style of his Gettysburg address. But how far
is this democratic claim that the laws of a State are all con-
tained in one book borne out by the facts ?

Of our fifty States and Territories only Alabama, Arizona,
the District of Columbia, Connecticut, Delaware, Maine,
Maryland, Massachusetts, Montana, New Hampshire, New
York (partially), North Carolina, Rhode Island, South Caro-
lina, Vermont, and Wisconsin (sixteen States) have any offi-
cial revision or "General Laws"; that is to say, one or more
volumes containing the complete mass of legislation, up to the
time of their issue, formally enacted by the legislature. A
number of other States have what are called "authorized revis-
ions" or authorized editions of the law. This phrase I use to
mean a codification by one or more men (usually a commission
of three) who are duly appointed for the purpose, under a